
It’s a new era for The Country Friends.  
We have moved into social media

and are progressing into a new “techie” side of life.

I stand tall and proud with white paint and green awnings, 
two floors full of treasures. My pride is not in myself but in 
what I stand for...Service to others. I am filled each day 
with Volunteers who give the precious gift of their time. 
Honored and humbled by their service in 2014.
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Greetings,

We are knocking on the door of 2015!  Time speeds by 
when you’re having fun, and it has been an incredible 
ride during the past two years of my presidency.

 The Country Friends has continued to make positive 
changes these past few years in the way we look and 
how we operate the business, along with putting on 
some exciting events. 

It has been a privilege to be President of The Country 
Friends as we celebrate our 60th anniversary this year. 
We took time to salute our past and honor the women 
who helped shape us along the way. Now we are looking 
forward to our future and our continued mission of 
helping those in the San Diego community. We have 
been successful in raising the needed funds for our Human Care agencies that we help support 
each year. 

A heartfelt thank you goes out to all our members, volunteers in the shop, on our events, and 
the tireless efforts of the Board of Directors these past two years. Without every one of you 
doing your part, we wouldn’t be able to help those in need in San Diego County, and I am 
excited to see our momentum continue to grow here at The Country Friends because of your 
involvement. 

Blessings to all of you as we continue our efforts together here at The Country Friends with our 
mission of “Helping San Diegans since 1954 :: One Hand at a Time!

As my presidency comes to a close, I have the pleasure of introducing you to your new 2015-
16 President, Deborah Cross.  Deb has served on The Country Friends Board of Directors for 
many years, and she brings with her a great skill set and love for our organization.  I could not 
be handing the presidency and “the sacred gavel” over to a more capable person. 

Please join me in welcoming Deb to her new position as we all look forward to being led by a 
women who carries so much will and strength with her.  Congratulations Deb! 

Your President 2013-14,

UPCOMING EVENTS
Benef i t t ing  The Count r y  F r iends

D A T E E V E N T

May 6 Membership Luncheon

TBD: Wine Tasting Dinner

July (TBD) Maggie B Opening Day
Fashion Show

Sept. 17 Art of Fashion

Dec. 9 Holiday Tea

Watch for Area Coffees

Welcome
to our 2015

Board Members

ART OF FASHION
PATRICIA GOOSEY O’CONNOR, 2015 AOF CHAIR

Patricia O’Connor has been an educator since 1963 when she graduated from 
San Diego State University and began teaching for the San Diego Unified School 
District.  A native San Diegan who left for one year to teach for the Berkeley Unified 
School District in 1965, she returned to San Diego to continue her career with the 
San Diego Unified School District.  

Taking a break from her full-time teaching duties at San Diego Unified, she decided 
to take a part-time position at Patricia Stevens Modeling School to initiate a new 
fashion merchandising program offered for the first time at the well known modeling 
school.  She continued there for 9 years as director and instructor of the certificate 
program in fashion merchandising before founding her own college in 1979.

Over the years she has been actively involved in all aspects of the fashion industry 
and has always taken an active and leadership role in the community.  Some of 
her many appointments have been:  Served on the Joint Committee to Develop  
a Master Plan for Education-Kindergarten through University for California in 
Sacramento.  Served on the Bureau of Private Postsecondary and Vocational 
Education for the State of California’s Advisory Board.  Served on the Consumer 
and Family Studies Division and Vocational Education Board for the San Diego 
Unified School District.  Has served on the Board of Directors of Educational Talent 
Search ,Fashion Group International of San Diego, Inc., the Timken Museum of 
Art, and the Foundation for Women.  She was appointed Chair of the Board of 
Directors of the American Friends of the Zandra Rhodes Museum in London, U.K.  

We are so very delighted that Patricia is Chairing our AOF this year. 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS:
Recognition reception at 10 Downing Street/London, U.K. by Prime Minister Tony Blair 
and his wife for her contribution to the Fashion and Textile Museum/Zandra Rhodes.

Style Award/Fashion Group International
People To Watch/San Diego Magazine
Who’s Who in San Diego Business/San Diego Business Journal
Who’s Who in San Diego Women
Who’s Who in California Women
Who’s Who Registry of Global Business Leaders
Lifetime Achievement Award from Fashion Forward/Leonard Simpson

VOLUNTEERS
These volunteers combined have given hundreds of hours of their time, 
which makes me one special and unique shop to visit. 

Tuesday’s volunteer Team: Sharon Ferges, Pilar Bahde, JoAnn Christian, Martha 
Harris-Pankau, Alice Dockham, Charlotte Jones, Lotti Sacks, Judy Wickman, Chris 
Epstein, Freya Renaker, Melinda Wishon, and Iris Schwartz.

Wednesday’s Volunteer Crew: Peggy Peck, Arline Malkasian, Eleanor Bender, 
Carol De Witt, Sally Shultz, Valerie Weaver, Iris Schwartz, Elizabeth Pyle, Jo Ely and 
Deborah Sproviero

Thursday’s Volunteer Team: Marty Gibson, Christine Gootee, Martha Harris-
Pankau, Marjorie Peachy, Dottie Sutton, Natalie Mates and LuAnn Hall.

Friday’s Volunteer Gang: Hayley Horwin, Brigette Sztrom, Robyn Hodges, Sharon 
Mauro, and the newest to team Friday, Susan Heightner.

Saturday’s Volunteer Crew: Carol and Larry Greenfield, Jere and Joyce Oren, 
Barbara Osinski, Freya Renaker, Jeanie Chambers, Ruth Preston, GG Marshall,

For more information or tickets visit
www.thecountryfriends.org 

or call 858.756.1192 ext. 4

“Leaders become great, not because of their power, 
but because of their ability to empower others.”

~ John Maxwell

Thank you, Rhonda, for being such an incredible Leader for us all. 
Your humility, humor, and Heart will go down in our history books

as one of the many stellar Presidents that have served
our Country Friends family.Welcome members to join the AOF committee that

meets the second Tuesday of each month starting
in February and ending in September.

“The greatest use of life is to spend it 
for something that will outlast it.”

~ William James



The Country Friends has provided much needed funding
to San Diego Human Care Agencies for 60 years

and now in order to assure another 60 years of giving,
The Country Friends is launching a

3 year Legacy Campaign so that we can continue to:

Help feed the homeless and those
home bound by crippling diseases

::
Provide shelter and services for battered

and abused women and children
::

Give our service men and women
much-needed supplies and services

::
Provide therapeutic services for mentally

challenged adults and children

“Helping San Diegans since 1954 :: One Hand at a Time” 

“The truth of the matter is: You can create a great legacy,
and inspire others, by giving it to philanthropic organizations.”

~ Michael Bloomberg

Spring Luncheon
::

Fashion Show 
at Mille Fleurs

::
Art of Fashion

Wine Fundraiser at
Cucina Enoteca

::
Holiday Tea

“Children are likely
to live up to 

what you believe 
of them.” 

::
– Lady Bird Johnson, 
Former US First Lady

 From our Hearts
to your home - 

a very
Happy New Year!

“A new beginning
is perhaps

the best time 
to say . . . 
It’s so nice

to know you ....
And here’s wishing

our friendship
continues

to grow in the 
years to come.”

  

The best-kept secret 
everyone should know about …

SPOTLIGHT ON AN AGENCY:
If you have not heard of Street of Dreams non-profit 
organization yet, here it is.  A true “grassroots” 
organization founded 17 years ago by an extraordinary 
women, Teresa  Gunn who’s heart strings were pulled 
for those teen girls who’s life needed something 
more.  Being a musician herself, it seemed like an 
organic move to incorporate music and the arts into 
a program, and thus Street of Dreams was a “real 
dream” that came true for so many girls.  Street of 
Dreams is an organization of artists and community 
members who are dedicated to providing educational 
and creative support to teen mothers in urban 
San Diego who are at the highest risk of becoming 
homeless or going to prison due to the generational 
effects of drug addiction, alcoholism and poverty.   

The organization provides a music and arts education, 
and college prep program for teen mothers who 
are wards of the court and have been trapped in 
the juvenile justice system.  Their students mostly 
come from foster care, incarceration and sadly, from 
homelessness.  All of the teens participating in this 
amazing program are those whose lives have been 
abandoned, abused and nearly destroyed.  

Founder Theresa Gunn will never “toot her own horn”,  
as she carries such an eloquent level of humility in 
her demeanor, so let me.  Because of Teresa’s vision 
which embodies community driven solutions, the 
Street of Dreams partnership with Lindsay School 
for Pregnant and Parenting Teens and San Diego city 
college has yielded a 100% success rate.  “Every 
one of the Street of Dreams students completes the 
program, graduates from high school and enrolls  
in college. It is amazing what can be achieved on 
a small budget when communities work together,” 
quotes Teresa”   Now that is truly amazing!     

for more information: 
musiciansforededucation.org

Angel’s Depot
Angels Foster Family Network
Armed Services YMCA
Big Brothers/Big Sisters
Burn Institute
Canine Companions
Casa de Amparo
Center for Community Solutions
Connor’s Cause for Children
Elder Law and Advocacy
Foster Grandparents Program
Friends of San Pasqual Academy
Friends of Vista Hill
Glenner Memory Care
Helen Woodward Animal Center
Hospice of The North Coast
Include Autism
LightBridge Hospice
Mama’s Kitchen
North County Health Project

Palomar Child Abuse Program
Palomar Family Counseling
Partnership with Industry
Philanthropy Club Foundation
Pro Kids The First Tee of San Diego
Promises2Kids
Ronald McDonald House Charities
San Diego Blood Bank
San Diego Brain Injury Foundation
San Diego Food Bank
San Diego Second Chance Program
Serving Seniors
Social Advocates for Youths
Solutions for Change
St. Vincent De Paul Village
Support The Enlisted Project
TERI
Voices for Children
Women’s Resource Center
Words Alive
 


